
 

 

 SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE 
 2021 USCHS Musical Information Packet 
 The ABC’s of the High School Musical:  Everything you always wanted to know... 
 ══════════════════════════════════════════════

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements will be posted on REMIND.  A limited 
number of morning announcements will be made 
(although you are responsible for ALL messages posted!). 
There is a section for Spring Musical, including forms, 
calendar, etc. on the School District Main Page under 
Expressive Arts > Music. Last minute changes due to 
weather or unforeseen circumstances will be posted to the 
district website and on REMIND. For more information 
about REMIND please see the REMIND section of this 
information packet. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
All posted rehearsals and meetings are required! Known 
scheduling conflicts with scheduled rehearsals or shows on 
the musical calendar must be indicated on the provided 
student information and conflict sheet. The directors have 
tried to keep the number and length of all rehearsals to a 
minimum; all are essential to the success of the show! We 
have a VERY SHORT production season! As per district 
policy; students are not permitted to leave during 
regular and extended rehearsals until dismissed by a 
member of the production staff. Additionally, students 
must attend at least 8 mods of classes each day to be 
eligible to participate in all musical activities at night. 
 

BOX OFFICE 
Tickets will be sold online at Broadwayondemand.com. 
More information will be provided shortly. 
 

CALENDAR 
Visit uscsd.org/musicalcalendar for the most up-to-
date production schedule. 
All attempts will be made to finalize the schedule for the 
upcoming week by the Saturday prior. However, the 
musical staff reserves the right to make changes as needed.  
Leads may receive an additional hour of vocal coaching per 
week. Unless otherwise occupied with drama or dancing 
rehearsals, leads attend all chorus and select dance 
rehearsals.  

Student Staff will confer weekly to discuss issues and 
provide progress reports on their respective department.  
Directors may replace students who miss their assigned 
times or who are unable to perform their parts due to lack of 
preparation. Please contact the production staff to work out 
schedule conflicts. Rehearsals are often scheduled on in-
service days. 
Certain roles are double-cast. A breakdown of which cast 
members perform on which nights will be provided prior to 
the start of ticket pre-sale. 
 

CELL PHONES 
You may bring a cell phone with you to rehearsal. However, 
cell phones cannot be used during rehearsals or meetings, 
and never in the USCHS Theatre. Evening musical 
rehearsals will end as soon as all the proposed work is 
completed, and notes are given except during Dress 
Rehearsals when the entire performance must be run from 
Overture to Bows!  Always bring homework for those 
“empty” periods to help keep up with your studies! 
 

COMPANY T-SHIRT  
Company shirts can be ordered. 
 

COSTUMES 

Costume Fee:  $50.00. No costume articles will be shared 
this year. Each cast member will be provided with major 
components of their costume as needed for their role. Cast 
members may be required to obtain parts of their own 
costume at the direction of the costume designers. Cast 
members will be responsible for providing their own 
footwear and undergarments unless otherwise directed.  
All costumes are the property of the Costume Department 
and may not be altered or changed in any way except by the 
Costume staff. All costumes must be returned in good 
condition after the final performance closing night. Students 
will be responsible for the replacement cost of any lost or 
damaged costumes or pieces.  
Cast members will receive regular notices to report to the 
costume dept. for measuring, fitting, alterations, etc. Take all 
costume calls seriously! The Costume Department is located 
in the dressing rooms directly behind the stage. 



 

 

DANCING 
All leads, members of the chorus, singing ensemble, and 
dance ensemble are expected to attend dance and 
choreography coaching for company numbers and special 
scenes. Every cast member will move on stage, which will 
require dance rehearsals. Failure to attend these rehearsals 
will result in expulsion from that number. Students need to 
check REMIND carefully to determine which scenes/songs 
are scheduled during the dance rehearsals. Wear appropriate 
clothing and footwear! 
 

DRESSING ROOMS 
Dressing rooms are considered a privilege extended to the 
leads/dancers for frequent costume changes. Only specified 
students assigned to dressing rooms may enter them at any 
time! Unauthorized use of dressing rooms is grounds for 
disciplinary action.  No student should use the rooms during 
mods 1-16; no costumes or props are permitted to be left in 
them. 
Do not bring computers, gaming systems, televisions, 
furniture, or valuables, with you.  Do not leave any personal 
belongings in the dressing rooms overnight (the school is 
not responsible for any theft!) Damage to the walls, floor, 
etc. will be charged to the students assigned to the rooms, 
and the privilege will be revoked! All personal belongings 
must be removed by the conclusion of the recording of the 
show; any remaining articles will be discarded. 
 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 
The operation of curling irons, popcorn makers, waffle 
irons, fryers, hot plates, food preparation, or video games, 
etc. or any other appliance is strictly forbidden! Do not 
bring these devices to school. 
 

JOKES, PRANKS, ETC. 
Having fun at the expense of another student’s health, 
safety, musical preparation, or personal reputation is not 
what the spring musical is all about! Therefore, absolutely 
NO practical jokes, pranks, public gestures, unauthorized 
alteration, removal, or addition of props, costumes, sets, 
lines of dialogue, music, dance, etc. or any other disruption 
of a rehearsal or performance will be tolerated. 
Read Rule #11 of the Student Rules and Regulations and 
avoid doing anything that would embarrass you, your 
friends, the student company, staff, or the community at 
large. Administration and staff consider a prank as 
potentially dangerous; it could cause an accident (hurt 
someone on stage or in the pit) or damage the professional 
image of the show (tarnish the dedication and quality of 
work done by the students and adults.) Therefore, the 
minimum penalty for any such infraction is receiving 
a Disciplinary Report, with the possibility of being re-
assigned to a new cast/crew position, and/or receiving 
additional punitive action as determined by the Principals.” 

LOITERING IN THE HALLS 
At times, the academic wing doors will be locked. 
Custodians should not be asked to leave their assignment and 
open doors for students to go to their lockers.  Bring 
necessary materials and books with you from home.  
During performances, strict adherence to Student and 
Production Staff directions will mandate that you remain in 
designated areas (dressing rooms) and avoid being seen by 
the audience until after the show! 
 
LOSING YOUR CHANCE 
All rehearsals and meetings on the schedule are mandatory. 
Family outings, doctor appointments, and other trips should 
be scheduled for “off” nights. In the event that a scene is 
blocked or choreographed during your absence, the Directors 
are not obligated to add students later or hold a special 
rehearsal to train those who were absent or tardy. It is not 
possible to accommodate everyone’s personal appointments! 
Every rehearsal counts!  
Good communication and advance notice are key! If you 
have a problem with attending a practice, talk to the director 
involved as soon as possible.    
Ensemble members should note that, in the event there is a 
need for additional cast parts or lines to be assigned, these 
will be awarded to those with a good attendance record. 
 

PROGRAM ADS/FRIENDS OF THEATRE 
Information will be provided shortly. 
 

REMIND 
Whenever there is a “last minute change” in the rehearsal or 
meeting schedule, an announcement will be made through 
REMIND. REMIND is a service that students, and parents 
can subscribe to receive these announcements. Check 
REMIND if weather conditions are likely to force a delay or 
cancellation of an event. All REMIND announcements are 
also posted on the district website under Expressive Arts > 
Music > Play/Musical > REMIND Announcements. 
 

Please consult the Quick Reference Guide for instructions 
on how to sign up to receive REMIND notifications.  

RULES & REGULATIONS 
See the attached Rules and Regulations. These are the same 
standards you and your parents agreed to adhere to when 
signing the musical student application. At the discretion of 
the Producers of the HS Musical, any student who fails to 
abide by these rules may:       
1) Be suspended or expelled from musical activities up to the 

remainder of the season;  
2) Become ineligible to participate in one or more rehearsals, 

meetings, or performances; 
3) Lose or be reassigned to a new cast, crew, or staff position;  
4) Be issued other disciplinary action by Administration. 



 

 

THE “T.E.A.M. CONCEPT” 

T.E.A.M. stands for “Together Everyone Achieves More.” 
This is the basic philosophy of the Spring Musical, and the 
principle that ensures the success of the show for all of the 
participants. 
1) Performing live theatre is a “once in a lifetime” opportunity and 

provides meaning in our lives;     
2) All interested students deserve the chance to participate;  
3) We do what is best for the entire show and the entire company;  
4) All jobs are essential. (“There are no small parts, only small 

people!”);  
5) Group goals are emphasized over individual goals;  
6) Winning is about giving, not getting;  
7) Whenever possible, the production will be performed, 

managed, directed and inspired by the students themselves; 
PLEASE NOTE:  If a musical team member fails to “try” 
or give adequate effort on to his/her assigned part, for the 
sake of the TEAM, the adult director may reassign or 
dismiss the student from the show. There are no 
“entitlements,” and participation in the musical is a 
privilege not a right! Laziness, lack of responsibility, 
disrespect of other students or staff, a general uncooperative 
or negative attitude, violation of the school district’s drug 
and alcohol policy, and lack of preparation are grounds for 
immediate expulsion. 
 

THEATRE ANGELS 
Parent and community volunteers—so aptly named 
“Angels”—are the backbone of the USCHS Theatre 
Program! They donate their time and talents to make the 
musical company “look great!” Whenever possible, say a 
kind word or two to these hard workers! Interested parent 
volunteers should contact Jane Dodd for more information 
about volunteer opportunities.  
 
VALUABLES 
The staff strongly recommends that all valuables are left at 
home and not brought to school for any musical activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Student Rules & Regulations 

Upper St. Clair High School Musical 

  

1. HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES:  Students will be 
provided with a self-check survey which must be completed 
prior to every rehearsal.  All district safety measures are to 
be followed for masking. 

2. Attendance to all posted musical rehearsals and meetings is 
mandatory. Known scheduling conflicts with scheduled 
rehearsals or shows on the musical calendar should be 
indicated on the provided student information and conflict 
sheet. Please arrive promptly and remain in designated 
areas until excused by the production or student staff. 

3. You must sign-in to every rehearsal, meeting and 
performance. Never sign in for another member of the cast, 
crew or staff. 

4. You are responsible for... 
a.   Helping publicize the musical by word of mouth! (Tell 

your friends and neighbors – share the streaming dates 
and information!) 

b.   Sell  Friends of the Theatre listings. 
c.   Assist the Props Crew in finding necessary items for the 

show! 
d.    Provide additional costume items as requested by the 

costume department OR performance dress (PIT or 
USHERS)! 

e.    Provide your own rides to/from the school! 
f.    Keep up with your academic school work! 

5. Check the Musical REMIND twice daily! 
6. Follow all staff instructions to the best of your ability. Ask 

questions if you don't understand them. 
7. During Dress Rehearsals and Performances, all cast 

members must be in complete and appropriate costume 
and make-up, and use the proper props for assigned scenes 
and curtain calls. 

8. Please do not talk backstage or in the hallways outside the 
theatre. If you must communicate, whisper! Sound carries 
very easily to the audience. 

9. Remain in designated dressing rooms and waiting areas 
throughout the performances. Do not loiter in the hallways. 
Avoid doorway areas during the entrances and exits of other 
actors and during crews shifts. Stray performers and crew 
members can ruin a performance if seen by the audience. 

10. Students must attend at least 8 mods of classes each day to 
be eligible to participate in all musical activities at night. 

11. Practical jokes, pranks, gestures in public, unauthorized 
alteration of props, sets, lines, music or dance, improper or 

incomplete costume or dress, or any other disturbance of a 
rehearsal or performance are strictly forbidden. Disrupting 
the timings and interfering with the calling of cues, they can 
be dangerous to the performers on stage and in the pit. 
Pranks can and sometimes do cause accidents! At the very 
least, a joke played during a public performance can tarnish 
the school musical's image or reputation of professionalism. 

12. Absolutely no food or drink is permitted backstage or in the 
theatre. For designated longer rehearsals in February and 
March, bring a bag lunch and eat outside the theatre. Do not 
leave the building for snacks or other errands until 
dismissed. 

13. Do not use curling irons, toasters, or other electrical 
appliances in or around the theatre, dressing rooms or 
rehearsal rooms. The USCHS electrical circuits are not 
designed to handle the large loads these appliances require! 

14. In keeping with school policy, absolutely no possession or 
use of alcohol, illegal drugs, e-cigarettes, vape pens, or 
tobacco of any kind is permitted during rehearsals, 
meetings, performances or other activities of the musical. 

15. Unauthorized students are not permitted in the Box Office, 
Costume Room, Control Room, Pinrail, Music Offices or 
Scene Shop at any time. 

16. Use of any music device, phone, earbuds, etc. at any time 
during the musical is a safety hazard and strictly 
forbidden! The bringing of such equipment and other 
valuables is strongly discouraged. The adult and student 
staff will not be responsible for any theft or damage of 
student property. 

17. To be eligible to participate in musical auditions, crew 
work sessions, rehearsals/performances, or meetings, all 
students must be in financially good standing with the 
musical program. All robes, ticket charges and 
costumes/props must be returned/reimbursed from previous 
Fall Play, Choral, Band/Orchestra, Musical and Thespian 
productions.  

18.  In addition to these rules, all rules and regulations published 
in the Student Handbook shall apply to all musical 
activities, including meetings, rehearsals, performances and 
the Company Party. 

19.  At the discretion of the Producers, any student who fails to 
abide by these rules may: 1) Be suspended or expelled from 
musical activities up to the remainder of the season; 2) 
Become ineligible to participate in one or more rehearsals, 
meetings, or performance; 3) Lose or be reassigned to a new 
cast, crew, or staff position; 4) Be issued disciplinary action 
by Administration.

 


